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Republic of Serbia  

THE PUBLIC PROSECUTOR’S  

OFFICE FOR WAR CRIMES  

KТО no. 3/23 

        26 December 2023  

             Belgrade  

                DK/IP 

 

 

 

THE HIGHER COURT IN BELGRADE 

- War Crimes Department - 
 

 

 

BELGRADE 

 

 

 

Based on Article 333, paragraph 1, in conjunction with Article 331, paragraph 1 and 

Article 43, paragraph 2, count 5 of the Criminal Procedure Code (CPC) and Article 4 of the Law 

on the Organization and Competence of State Authorities in War Crimes Proceedings, I am 

hereby raising the following 
 

 

 

I N D I C T M E N T  

 

Against: 

 

A. A.  

 

DUE TO THE FOLLOWING: 

 

 

During April 1992 in Čapljina, Bosnia and Herzegovina, during the armed conflict that 

then existed between members of the Croatian, Serbian and Muslim people living in Bosnia and 

Herzegovina, as a member of the Croatian armed formations - the so-called Croatian Defense 

Council (HVO), together with several NN members of the same side in the armed conflict, 

violating the rules of international law contained in Article 3, paragraph 1, count 1a and Article 4, 

paragraph 1 of the IV Geneva Convention for the Protection of Civilian Persons in Time of War 

dated 12 August 1949 (Official Gazette of the FNRY, No. 24/50), and Article 4, paragraph 1 and 

2, count a of the Additional Protocol (Protocol II) to the Geneva Conventions dated 12 August 
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1949 on the Protection of Victims of Non-International Armed Conflicts dated 8 June 1977 

(Official Gazette of the SFRY, International Treaties No. 16/78) in relation to persona who do not 

participate in hostilities, but are deprived of their liberty in connection with an armed conflict and 

is in the power of one of the parties to the conflict, who must be treated humanely in all 

circumstances, without any adverse discrimination based on ethnicity, cruelly treated, tortured and 

abused the injured party B. B., his health, physical and mental well-being, whereby: 

On an unspecified day in the second half of April 1992, in the morning hours, two armed 

and uniformed members of Croatian armed formations deprived the civilian of Serbian 

nationality, the accused B. B., of his liberty in his house in Gabela, Municipality of Čapljina, and 

then took him to the building of the Municipal Assembly (SO) of Čapljina (part of whose 

premises were then used by members of the Military Police, the so-called HVO), after which the 

accused B. B. was detained throughout that day and night until noon the next day, subjected to 

questioning regarding his knowledge of the alleged murders of Croats in Gabela by Serbs, about 

which Serbs were guarding Gabela, what his attitude was towards Croatia, President Tuđman, 

etc., on which occasion, regardless of whether he answered yes, he was beaten in turn, in which, 

in addition to several NN members of various Croatian armed formations, the accused A. A. also 

participated, inflicting numerous blows to his head and body with a baton, from which he fell to 

the ground, he was kicked and punched, as a result of which his nose was broken, a part of the 

skin fell off the top of his head with irreversible hair loss, his shoulder was injured, he lost 

consciousness several times, he was bruised and swollen with numerous bruises on his head, arms 

and body, and during all that time he was deprived of food and water and was not allowed to 

sleep or go to the lavatory, 

 

- thereby committing the criminal act of war crime against the civilian population 

under Article 142, paragraph 1 of the Criminal Code of the FRY in complicity in connection 

with Article 22 of the same Law.
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