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B E L G R A D E 
 
 

Pursuant to my authority under article: 43 (2.5) in re article 331 (1) of the 
Criminal Procedure Code; and articles 3 and 4 (1) of the Act on the Organization 
and Competence of Government Authorities in War Crimes Proceedings, I raise 
this 
 
 

I N D I C T M E N T 
 

Against: 
 

1. AA (collaborator)  
 

Presonal details: 
 

Son of ... and ... née ...  
Citizen identification no. ... 
Place/date of birth: ... 
Registered place of residence: ... 
Country of citizenship: ... 
Educational background ... 
Occupation: ...  
Previous convictions / criminal proceedings underway: none; 
 

2. AB 
 
Presonal details: 

 



Son of ... and ... née ...  
Citizen identification no. ... 
Place/date of birth: ... 
Registered place of residence: ... 
Country of citizenship: ... 
Educational background ... 
Occupation: ...  
 
Previous convictions / criminal proceedings underway: none; 
 

3. AV 
 
Presonal details: 

 
Son of ... and ... née ...  
Citizen identification no. ... 
Place/date of birth: ... 
Registered place of residence: ... 
Country of citizenship: ... 
Educational background ... 
Occupation: ...  
Previous convictions / criminal proceedings underway: none; 
 

4. AG 
 
Presonal details: 

 
Son of ... and ... née ...  
Citizen identification no. ... 
Place/date of birth: ... 
Registered place of residence: ... 
Country of citizenship: ... 
Educational background ... 
Occupation: ...  
Previous convictions / criminal proceedings underway: none; 
 
 

5. AD 
 
Presonal details: 

 
Son of ... and ... née ...  
Citizen identification no. ... 
Place/date of birth: ... 



Registered place of residence: ... 
Country of citizenship: ... 
Educational background ... 
Occupation: ...  
Previous convictions / criminal proceedings underway: none; 
 
 
Background and allegations: 

 
In the course of 1991, an internal (noninternational) armed conflict existed in 
some parts of the Republic of Croatia, at the time part of the SFRY. Parties to the 
conflict were the armed forces of the Territorial Defence (TO), police (mainly 
composed of Serbs) and Yugoslav People’s Army (JNA) on one side, and on the 
other, organized armed forces of the Republic of Croatia, which included the 
National Guards Assembly (ZNG), police and parts of the Sotin Territorial 
Defence, police and JNA.  
 
In the period from October to late December 1991, the herein accused 
individuals, acting in breach of the rules of international law as envisaged by 
article 3 (1.1.a) of the Fourth Geneva Convention on the Protection of Civilian 
Persons in Time of War (12 August 1949) in re article 13 (1) in re article 4 (1.a) 
of the Protocol Additional to the Fourth Convention (Protocol II), 

 
Committed murders of non-Serb civilian persons who were not affiliated with 
any armed formation or otherwise involved in military operations. Specifically, 

 
1. AA (collaborator) and  AB: 

 
On an undetermined day in October 1991, at Vodice, a site located on the bank 
of the river Danube near Sotin, aided and abetted by M.M. a.k.a. AĐ (in the 
meantime deceased), these accused individuals took the lives of two civilians. 
The accused were part of a group of approximately fifteen TO and police 
members conducting a search operation across the area. Having found two 
civilians, namely AE and AŽ, inside one of the weekend houses, AA forced them 
out of the house and towards other members of his armed group. At one point 
on their way, this accused collaborator kicked AE away and discharged a burst 
from his automatic rifle into the victim. AA was almost simultaneously joined by 
his (now deseased) accomplice M.M. a.k.a. AĐ, who also fired several shots from 
his automatic rifle towards the victim and then shouted, “Do away with her, 
away with her as well“, referring to AŽ. As AŽ begged the attackers to save her 
life, the other accused, AB, fired at her a short burst from his automatic rifle. 
Both victims died on the spot.   

 
 



2. AA (collaborator):  
  

On an undetermined day in November 1991, in a vineyard by the river Danube 
outside Sotin, AA killed civilian AZ. Aided and abetted by local police commander 
AI and AJ (both deceased), this accused individual removed the victim from the 
Sotin police station and took him to the bank of the Danube to indicate the place 
where he had hidden his gun. On their way back to Sotin, AA, with no rational 
reason or motive whatsoever, opened fire from his automatic rifle on AZ and 
killed him on the spot.     

 
3. AA (collaborator), AB, AV, AG and AD: 

 
On 27 December 1991, on the outskirts of village Sotin, the accused: 
collaborator AA; AB; AV; and AG took the lives of 13 non-Serb civilians, namely: 
AK, AL, ALJ, AM, AN, ANJ, AO, AP, AR, AS, AT, AF and AH The accused, AD, was 
assisting in the process. 

 
On 26 December 1991 in Sotin, AA and AD, in their respective roles as local TO 
commander and president of the local community council, held a meeting in the 
presence of several members of the local community, a newly formed organ of 
the local government. It was jointly decided at the meeting that 13 names 
should be removed from the list of the local non-Serbs planned for evacuation on 
buses to the territory controlled by the Croat authorities. The evacuated locals’ 
households were meant for the accommodation of the newcomers – Serb 
refugees from Western Slavonia. It was specified that those excluded from the 
list should be brought to the local police station within the same day, whereas on 
the next day they should be taken away and killed. The person assigned to the 
realization of the decision regarding the excluded persons’ apprehension and 
subsequent transfer to the execution site was AA, with the local TO and police 
support meant to secure successful performance of the task. In compliance with 
the received order, AA immediately went to the police station and instructed 
those present to bring in the thirteen local civilians and place them under 
custody, which the present officers did right away. In the course of the same 
day, AG passed the information about the particular decision to AD, a JNA officer 
holding ... rank and also in charge of ... . AD approved of the decision and also 
assisted in its realization despite his duty – in terms of legal and other 
regulations – to prevent any such action, in the particular case evidently aimed 
at the commission of a criminal offence against international humanitarian law. 
Indeed, in view of the military force under his command, AD was able to prevent 
such a development yet failed to do so. On the following day, 27 December 
1991, AD secured and – through AC, a member of his command staff – placed a 
military truck with a driver at the disposal of the accused collaborator AA. (On 
the morning of the previous day, AA had separately talked to each of the 
following: AB, then local police officer; AV, then local TO member; M.M. a.k.a. 



AĐ, now deceased; two unidentified police members against whom investigation 
has been suspended; as well as several other unidentified police and TO 
members, and informed them about the particular decision. All of the 
aforementioned had wilfully acquiesced in its realization.)  Having loaded all of 
the victims onto the truck trailer, AA took a seat in the cabin and the truck, 
driven by an unidentified JNA soldier, headed along the regional road towards 
Tovarnik. The truck was closely followed by several passenger cars carrying 
those accused alongside a number of unidentified TO and police members. 
Having passed by the local checkpoint without being stopped or controlled, the 
convoy left the village, whereupon it deviated from the road to Tovarnik and 
proceeded along a field track close by the VUPIK company vineyards on the 
outskirts of Sotin. Having driven several hundred metres away from the regional 
road, the convoy stopped in the vicinity of a drainage canal, where the victims 
were removed from the truck and made to stand in a line. Several metres away 
from the victims, the perpetrators arranged themselves in a similar line. 
Following a short argument with one of the victims, namely AS, AB discharged a 
burst from his automatic rifle in the victim’s direction. Closely afterwards, 
collaborator AA, AV, M.M. a.k.a. AĐ and other members of the armed group 
opened fire from their automatic rifles and jointly killed all the victims on the 
spot.      

 
 

By acting in the above described manner, the accused, specifically: 
 
AA, collaborator (acts detailed under items 1, 2 and 3 hereof); 

 
AB (acts under items 1 and 3); and 

 
AV and AG (acts under item 3), 
 
Committed the criminal offence under article 142 (1) (war crime 
against civilian population) in re article 22 (coperpetration) of the 
Yugoslav Criminal Act,  
 
Whereas the accused: 
 
AD (acts under item 3) committed the criminal offence under article 
142 (1) (war crime against civilian population) in re article 24 (aiding 
and abetting) of the FRY Criminal Act.   
 
 
Veselin Mrdak 
Deputy War Crimes Prosecutor 


