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HIGHER COURT IN BELGRADE 
War Crimes Chamber 

 
B E L G R A D E 

 
 
Pursuant to my authority under article 265 (1) re article 46 (2.3) of the Code of 
Criminal Procedure; and articles 3 and 4 of the Act on the Organization and 
Competence of Government Authorities in War Crimes Proceedings, I raise this 
 
 

INDICTMENT 
 

Against: 
 

1. AA  
Son of … and … née … 
Date and place of birth: … 
Citizenship: … 
Place of residence: … 
 

 
BACKGROUND AND GENERAL ALLEGATIONS: 

 

At the time relevant to this indictment, an internal (noninternational) armed 
conflict existed in the Republic of Croatia, then part of the Socialist Federal 
Republic of Yugoslavia. Parties to the conflict were the armed forces of the 
Yugoslav People’s Army (JNA), Territorial Defence and volunteer units on one 
side, and on the other, the Republic of Croatia’s Ministry of the Interior (MUP), 
National Guards Assembly and volunteers. 
 



The incident addressed by this indictment took place in the area of Vukovar, 
Croatia on 14 September 1991.  
 
Acting as a member of the TO Vukovar – part of the JNA, the accused, AA, 
committed serious breaches of international law as envisaged by the following 
acts and provisions: 
 

- Article 3 (1.1.a) of the Geneva Convention relative to the Protection of 
Civilian Persons in Time of War (Geneva Convention IV), adopted on 12 
August 1949 (FPRY Official Gazette, no. 24/50); and 

- Article 4 (1 and 2.a) of the Protocol Additional to the Geneva Convention 
on the Protection of Victims of Noninternational Armed Conflicts (Protocol 
II), adopted on 12 August 1949 (SFRY Official Gazette no. 16/78 – 
International Contracts).  

 
The crimes addressed by this indictment were committed against civilians who 
were not directly involved – or otherwise had seized to take part – in the 
hostilities. Pursuant to the foregoing Convention and Protocol, such persons were 
in all circumstances entitled to humane treatment and protection from any 
violence.  
 
 

CHARGES: 
 
In the afternoon of the aforementioned date, AA and an unidentified male 
individual – both in unforms and with long guns – entered the basement of the 
... family home at 32 Drugog Kongresa KPJ Street in Vukovar. Inside the 
basement were two male persons – GG and DD, as well as three females, 
namely ĐĐ, EE and ŽŽ. Under arms threat, AA removed GG and DD from the 
basement and also ordered his FNU LNU accomplice to keep guard at the 
basement door so as to prevent ĐĐ, EE and ŽŽ from getting out. Having forced 
GG and DD into the underground garage, AA discharged multiple shots at the 
victims and killed both in the process. On hearing the shots, ĐĐ tried to get out 
of the basement, but the FNU LNU stopped her from doing so by throwing a 
hand grenade. Severely injured by fragments from the exploded device, EE and 
ŽŽ died on the spot. ĐĐ sustained grave and potentially lethal bodily injuries 
including the loss of the left eye, fractures of the left elbow and hand bones with 
the traumatic amputation of the left index finger, fracture of the right shoulder 
bone, nerve injuries of the upper limbs and hearing damage.  
 
 
By his involvement in the above described conduct, AA committed the 
criminal offence under article 142 (1) (war crime against civilian 
population) of the FRY Criminal Act. 



 
Vladimir Vukčević 
War Crimes Prosecutor 


